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BIG Little Science Centre 
Newsletter    Fall 2002    Volume 2 

 
 

Announcing Our First 
Open House 

 
Where? 

In Westsyde, at 
David Thompson Elementary School 

1051 Pinesprings Road, 
Kamloops, BC V2B 7W3 

 

When? 
Saturday, November 23, 2002 

from 11 Am to 4 PM  
 

Jaymie Anderson 
 

In This Issue 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre Booth at UCC Open House 
was run by Annette Glover and Gordon Gore on Saturday, October 18. There 
were numerous visitors, and some valuable contacts were made. The format of the 
UCC event has changed, so visitors try to visit the entire campus rather than just 
the science and technology buildings. Quite a few newsletters and posters for our 
own open house were distributed. No new members were signed on during the day. 
Perhaps some application forms will come in the mail later, after people read the 
newsletter. (Our own Open House on November 23 should attract many more 
members.) Annette held serious discussions with several key people at UCC. 
Gordon visited several hands-on displays (chemistry, mathematics, physics, earth 
science and biology) looking for fresh ideas for the BIG Little Science Centre.  
 
Our First Paid Member of the Society is Barbara Berndt, a teacher at 
Parkcrest Elementary School in Brocklehurst. Every year, Barbara brings a 
select group of science keeners from Parkcrest Elementary for multiple visits to the 
centre. 
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Science Fun for the Family 
 

Super Breath! 
 

  
 

Try This!       
 
1. Place a large book on the edge of a table. 
 
2. Try blowing the book off the table! 
 
3. Insert a large, clean, new plastic freezer bag part way under the book, leaving 

the open end of the bag facing you. 
 
4. Gather up the open end of the bag, as you would when you blow up the bag.  
 
5. Now, blow hard into the bag! 
 
 

The heavy book is lifted quite easily by air blown into the bag. A modest pressure 
exerted by the air in the bag can exert a large force. Since pressure is equal to 
force divided by area, force is equal to pressure multiplied by area. Because of the 
large area of the bag contacting the book, a large enough force can be exerted on 
the book to lift it. (A similar technique, using large, sturdy inflatable air bags, can 
be used in emergencies to lift heavy vehicles or fallen trees that have trapped 
victims underneath them.) 

If pressure =  force
area , then 

 
force = pressure x area! 

What You Need 
 
1 big, heavy book (like a dictionary) 
 
1 large plastic freezer bag  
 
(The plain ones without a ‘zipper’ 
work best for this experiment.) 
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A Really Cool Experiment 
 

What You Need 
 

• 2 plastic film containers 
• cold tap water 

 

Try This! 
 
1. Fill 2 film containers to the brim with water, and put their caps firmly in place. 
2. Place one of the water-filled containers in the freezer compartment of your 

refrigerator.  
3. Leave the other container outside the fridge, for comparison later. 
4. After an hour or so, examine the two film containers. 
 

When water freezes, it expands. The lid of the film container in the freezer will pop off during 
freezing. Since the container is plastic, the experiment is safe to do. The fact that water expands 
as it freezes makes ice less dense than water, so it forms on top of a body of water first. The ice 
acts as an insulator, usually preventing the water below it from freezing solid in winter.  What 
would happen if our lakes and rivers froze from the bottom up, as many other substances do? 
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Directors of the BIG Little Science Centre Society 
 
President 
Annette Glover 
Medical Laboratory Technologist, RIH 
 

Vice-President 
Gordon R. Gore 
Science Writer, Retired Physics Teacher 
 

Secretary 
Thérèse Gieselman 
Planning Consultant, 
 

Treasurer 
Val Hitchens 
Primary Teacher, 
Westmount Elementary School, 
 

Director 
Howard Grieve 
Operations Manager, 
Kamloops Heritage Railway, 
 

Director 
Dr. Jim Hebden 
Chemistry Teacher and Author 
Kamloops Secondary School 
 

Director 
Judi Gelowitz 
Intermediate Teacher, 
Educational Consultant, Heritage Fair 
 

Director 
Ralph Finch 
Dean of Trades and Technology Division. 
University College of the Cariboo, 
 

Director 
Ann-Marie Hunter 
Intermediate Teacher 

 

Director 
Eric Wiebe 
Retired Physics Teacher 

 
 

Join the  BIG Little Science Centre Society! 
 
Fill out this form and mail it and your check for $20 to the BIG Little Science Centre Society, 
c/o 962 Sicamore Drive, Kamloops, BC V2B 6S2. You will be placed on the membership list 
and receive our newsletter.  
 

ρ  I wish to be a member of the BIG Little Science Centre. 
 
Name _______________________________________ Phone________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________Postal Code __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
E-mail Address <                           >  Fax _____________________________ 
 
 


